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Since the 1990s, there has been an increased focus within education on keeping pupils 

safe, and anticipating risks of problems, such as negative outcomes or future 

underachievement, resulting in the ‘at risk’ label being applied to some students, who 

then require greater observation and protection. Students with disabilities are often seen 

as more vulnerable than the general school population, and therefore are subject to even 

greater monitoring and risk management than their peers.  
This paper will argue that the move within education towards risk management is 

problematic for disabled students, because they are now subject to disciplinary power 

over their future, which is calculated and managed. However, the future of the other is 

not something that should be comprehended in the present, nor should there be any 

attempt to contain it. Instead, there should be a relationship with the future, based on ‘the 

temporal transcendence of the present toward the mystery of the future’ (Levinas, 

1987:94). This paper therefore discusses an alternative conception of teaching and 

learning for students with disabilities, where the educator puts themselves in a ‘position 

to receive and welcome’ the other in their alterity, which defies any limits that may be 

imposed on them (Todd, 2011:174-5). 
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This seminar is part of the Disability Futurity series organised by the CCDS in 

collaboration with Carleton University’s Disability Research Group. The seminar 

presentation in Liverpool will be connected live by videoconference. 

For information about Disability Futurity, please contact Professor David Bolt, 

boltd@hope.ac.uk. 

For information about the Carleton University event, please contact Dr. Ryan Patterson, 

Ryan.Patterson@carleton.ca 

     


