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Place: 617 Southam Hall, Carleton University (live videoconference with Liverpool 
Hope University, UK.) 

Alison Kafer’s Feminist, Queer, Crip challenges us to “explore disability in time” (Kafer 
2013:46), to chart accessible futures for those who have been cast away by oppressive 
timeframes.  In this presentation, and following Kafer’s political-relational model of 
disability, I chart the life and death timeframes presented in the rehabilitation clinic, 
focusing on young people diagnosed with Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy (DMD), their 
parents, and practitioners.  Young people with DMD will, as of current care techniques, 
live to their 20s and 30s, and much of disease management means addressing decline in 
muscular function.  Following a three-year collaborative ethnography of two DMD 
clinics (see Setchell et al. 2018), I present a qualitative data-set to take up Kafer’s 
challenge.  This means fighting oppressive understandings of time, quality of life, and 
temporality deployed in the clinical management of DMD, while also taking seriously the 
expected trajectory of DMD as a disability issue, as vocalized by the young people 
interviewed and observed in the clinical space. I end with lessons for accessible futures, 
for critical rehabilitation sciences, and temporal studies of ability to come. 
References: 

This seminar is part of the Disability Futurity series organised by the Carleton University 
Disability Research Group in collaboration with the Liverpool Hope University Centre 
for Culture & Disability Studies. The seminar presentation in Ottawa will be connected to 
Liverpool Hope University live through videoconference. 

For information about Disability Futurity, please contact Professor David Bolt, 
boltd@hope.ac.uk. 
For information about the Carleton University event, please contact Dr. Ryan Patterson, 
Ryan.Patterson@carleton.ca 


